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Candy canes and boughs of holly,
Festive scenes that make us jolly.
The Christmas season is finally here,
Bringing with it joy and cheer;
And on that note, the time is due,

to share best wishes with all of you.
¢ o May Your Season Be Blessed and Happy! o
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Light spectacular brings holiday merriment to Modena

i WA Bt BRI S

By KERRY BUTRICK DOWLING

in Modena are the brilliant minds behind the

“Cross’ Christmas Light Spectacular”, located
at 143 Patura Road. In 2020, the dancing spectacle of
holiday lights was imagined and has since become an
annual tradition.

Each year, the Cross Family home is transformed
into a striking spectacle of holiday lights, thanks
to the help of family members and employees. The
exact number of lights used in this year’s display
is unspecified, but thousands of dancing lights are
brought to life for the young and young at heart. Cross
explained that the display is always evolving with new
features on the display every holiday season.

“This year we included a UFO, archways over the
driveway, Santa fishing on the dock, jumping frogs,
Santa’s sleigh out front and elves distributing gifts.
What distinguishes this display is its non-commercial
ethos; however, we encourage donations to support
our hardworking team and to better the display from
year to year,” he shared.

When asked what motivates him and his family to
create this labor of love each year, Cross explained,
“The motivation behind this endeavor is to spread joy
within our local community.”

N ow in its third year, Brian Cross and his family

PHOTO BY KERRY BUTRICK DOWLING
Brian Cross and his family in Modena, are the brilliant
minds behind the “Cross’ Christmas Light Spectacular”
located at 143 Patura Road.

The display operates daily from 5 until 10 p.m.
and Santa and friends make special appearances on
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 5 p.m. until
8 p.m., weather permitting. The display is free of
charge to all, but donations are graciously accepted.

“There is always a steady stream of cars every

PHOTO BY BRIAN CROSS
Santa and friends make special appearances on Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m., weather
permitting.

night, so come join the fun as we invite everyone
to experience the holiday magic at 143 Patura Road
Modena, NY. Your visit not only promises a festive
treat but also supports our commitment to bringing
seasonal joy to all,” shared Cross.

POINSETTIAS
"HoLIDAY, DECOR
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‘HoTt APPLE CIDER

LOCALLY MADE GIFTS*'
. WREATHS & GARL'A‘ND
CEMETARY BLANKETS‘&!CROSSES

(CUSTOM ORDERING AVAILABLE) ok

Santa Sundays' 11am to; 2pm‘.,_;-'

New Flavors of
Stonehenge Coming!

Cookies, Fudges

Route 302 & 17k, Bullville, New

Homemade Seasonal Soups
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Fun things to do on the first day of the new year

Plan a hiking excursion

There’s a good chance you
have not been out hiking for
awhile, with your most recent
venture having been a leaf-
peeping trip. Enjoy the natural
scenery during an entirely
different season, with much
lighter crowds at parks and
on trails. If you've resolved to
exercise more this year, hiking
is a great start.

Help at a nonprofit

Volunteer time at a local
nonprofit group that delivers
meals to homebound locals or one that visits nursing
home residents. Start spreading New Year’s cheer
early on.

Host a relaxing brunch
With all the merrymaking the evening before, most
people may need a little time to recuperate before
heading out. Brunch is a great way to get people fed

and help them shake off fatigue
from a late night of partying. With
a focus on conversation and food,
rather than dancing and drinking,
this can be an intimate way to set
the tone for the new year.

Fill the jar

The hustle and bustle of the
holidays can be exciting yet
exhausting. Take an opportunity
on January 1 to slow down for
perhaps the first time in at least two
months. Ask everyone to choose
their favorite movie or thing to do,
write it on a piece of paper and put
it in a jar. Every weekend pick something from the jar
to do together.

T

e

Adopt a new pet
Many charitable animal groups advise against
giving pets as holiday gifts because the idea may
be spontaneous and pets require a lot of care. For
those who have been thinking of welcoming a pet
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H28 ORCHARD ST
WALDEN,NY 12586
(BH50778-7594

Wedoit all'}
for you,

69 Lippincott Road
Wallkill, NY 12589

845-895-2474

lippincottmanor.com
lippincottmanor@hve.rr.com

15 CHARMING ACRES with Wallkill Rive

« Exclusive one function daily outdoor

+ Warm welcoming atmosphere, fine cuisine
+ Custom packages and personal service

+ A renowned reputation for excellence

« Free ceremony for active military

+ Ask about our popular & affordable

N

DIAL.A°RIDE

Town of Montgomery & Crawford Transportation Service

BUS SERVICE: Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

For reservations or information
call between 9 a.m. - noon, Monday through Friday

849-451-2622

Driver Cannot make change. Please have exact fare

24 Hour Advance Reservations Notice Needed

e Regular Fare $1one way
e Senior Citizens - Half Fare
e Children under 5 - Free

* Multiple trips & locations

into the family, this may be a good time to visit an
animal shelter (if any are open) or peruse online
adoption postings. The slow pace of the post-holiday
months might be the ideal time to help an animal get
acclimated to a new home.
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WV Holidiys"

Join us for

Hap

New Year’s Eve

Prix Fixe Menu $75
served 12/30 & 12/31
includes champagne toast

Celebrate this joyous season
with a side of Irish Hospitality

garvans.com
845-255-7888

“We are open and eager 7o accomodate you”

e All children under the age of 10
must be accompanied by an adult

* Servicing Town of Montgomery
& Crawford residents and guests

and Shawangunk Mountain views

wedding venue

“All Inclusive Package” \
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Reso\utlons that beneflt the brain

Health and wellness certainly
dominates our new year resolutions.
This year you may want to consider
ways to specifically improve brain
health and function.

Get moving

Exercise does the body and the
brain good. The American Academy
of Neurology has found aerobic
exercise may play a significant role
in reversing and preventing cognitive
decline. Researchers have found that
even a little exercise each day can
result in improved brain function
in less than six months. Andrew
E. Budson, M.D., a professor of
neurology at Boston University, also
says aerobic exercise releases growth
factors in the brain, which can help
grow new brain cells.

- Present This
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Make time for fun '
Repeated stress can
have detrimental effects

on the body and mind.
Harvard Health says
stress has been linked to
cognitive problems and

—— . -~
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Start a new hobby

Do the same activities over
and over and you eventually
learn how to do them better.
But doctors can’t confirm this is
actually helping the brain in a
meaningful way. Rather, thereis |
evidence that doing new things
can be beneficial to the brain.
So learning a new hobby, taking
a class, or even learning to play
a musical instrument can push
the brain to improve from a cognitive
standpoint.

1 Coupon

for 20% OFF 1 Item

(some exclusions apply, see website for detalls)

a higher risk for Alzheimer’s disease
and other dementias. Taking time

to relax-and enjoy oneself can tame—
stress, and in turn, alleviate i issues
affecting memory and cognition.”

Practice mindfulness more
Mindfulness is an exercise in paying
attention to one’s surroundings,

senses-and more. Toooften people —

are multi-tasking and never fully
devoting their attention to one thing.
Mindfulness gives the brain a break
and brings a person into the present.

Eat a better diet

The benefit of eating healthy foods
extends beyond the waistline. Many
of the foods that are good for the
heart are important for preventing
cognitive decline and dementias.
Research has found strong evidence
of the protective effects of the
Mediterranean diet.
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One of the Largest lnventorles in the NorthEast

Open 7/Daysia week, 11lam-6pm Through the end' of the year!

@db@iib@
Seefourawebsitetforzdetails!
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Merry Chrigtmas! .

Serves 4 Ha/?/?y HO/I»ﬂyJ’./
and blessings at thig sacred season .

1 pound canned salmon, flaked
1/2 cup gluten-free bread crumbs

1eqg, beaten Zy HOULIHAN

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard V4 LAWRENCE Lynn

1tablespoon chopped fresh dill, S [ REALTY Xdﬂ%p 38#6&/2@ Simmons

1/2 teaspoon sea salt Houlihan Lawrence LaGrange 3 Real Estate

LaGrangeville, NY 12540 0% W@m \ Associate Broker

1/8 teaspoon black pepper N Y 4

1 lemon, quartered, for garnish Real Extate Professional wale WW ] cansasersior
SERVING DUTCHESS AND ULSTER COUNTIES LSimmons@HoulihanLawrence.com

1. Preheat the oven to 375 F. Line a baking
sheet with parchment paper and set aside.

2. In a bowl, mix the salmon and bread it "% 7
crumbs. e ﬂy A

3. In a small bowl, whisk together egg,
mustard, dill, salt, and pepper. Fold this into
the salmon and bread crumbs.

4. Form the salmon mixture into 4 patties
and place them on the prepared baking
sheet.

5. Bake for 5 minutes, flip, bake for 5
minutes more, until patties are golden.
Garnish with fresh dill and lemon. Serve as S
is or on buns. 24 HOUR TOWING SPECIALIST « IMPORTED

DOMESTIC « ALL REPAIRS PLUS BODY WORK
1144 Rt. 17K, Montgomery - 845-457-5520
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cnristmas SlIZie's GBI]
Sloth oy, Hoals 'Fllumtlillll toHide /"= £ =\ Healthy Promise
Super Cute! " pumpkin ponips | W e - §Paw Guard

BnI]]wn Y gnz.p Rawhide Alternative, PAW GUARD moisturizes and protects

Chicken flavor, 80z
reg.10.99 63148

$799

reg. 8.99 434919

SB99

or Grey " | reg. 1999 8079086
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reg, 899 B5B490 S— $1 499 .
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FRASALM FIR _ . .o asd
CANNAN FIR <4595
-

BLUE SPRUCE \WREATHS 4 ROPING 105 Depor street, ine tush

DOUGLAS FIR POINSETTIAS + AMARYLLIS Open: Mon-Sat 8a-6p; Sun 9a-5p

Hardware « Home ¢ Garden
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MONTGOMERY FIRE HOUSE

CHRISTMAS TREE & WREATH

FUNDRAISER
Christmas Trees & Nursery Starts Black Friday 9am-9pm
Newburgh, NY NOV. 24 - DEC 24
or until sold out

PRE-CUT TREES OF 6 - 10 FEET
plus some limited taller trees

Hours: Wednesday to Friday 4:30 to 8 PM
Saturday and Sunday Noon to 8 PM

\_ 64 Holmes Rd, Newburgh, NY = 914-494-5974 )

LOW INVENTORY, SHOP EARLY!
Mon-Fri. 5pm-9pm
Sat. 9am-9pm, Sun. 10am-6p
136 Ward St., Montgomery

Come out and support your local fire house!

S0 iDoquas Fir $75
Fraser Fir $85

—H
Come CEUJO)’ a Freshly Cut

Country Christmas GHRISTMAS
oy the Farm! TREES

HOLIDAY FUN!

outdoors on weekends!

SANTA

Living Christmas Trees DOUglERlAl Starting
Norway Spruce, Concolor Fir, Blue Spruce Fraser & Concolor Fir FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 24th
) Turkish and Balsam Fir !
assorted selection: 3-10 and every weekend from

LARGE SELECTION > ft.andup 10:30 am - 3:30 pm

Decorated Wreaths & Roping

Nativity Scenes « Christmas Displays
CHRISTMAS SHOP

Christmas Crafts ® Wreaths  Baked Goods ® Homemade Chocolate
© Hot Cider & Hot Chocolate ® Tree Stands & Accessories

MANzA FARM & GARDEN CENTER FREE
9-5 Mon-Fri, 9-6 weekends g°('::::3 g:::
730 State Rt 211, Montgomery, NY 845-692-4364 for Each Child
manzafarmandgardencenter@gmail.com

Stan
Visit our d
Farm
Animals
every day!

Refreshment |

PETS & TREES

Many common household pets are naturally curious, and
that curiosity can make it difficult to decorate safely come
the holiday season.

- Secure the Christmas tree. Much like other residents of
the home, pets may be mesmerized by a glowing Christmas
tree. Pets may sniff around the tree or investigate it
closely, which can increase the chances that it tips over.
That poses a significant safety hazard and underscores the
importance of using a sturdy stand. Fastening the tree to
a wall, much like one might do with a television that isn't
mounted, adds a further layer of protection from tip-overs.

- Block off the base of a live tree. Live trees need water
to stay green and keep their needles throughout the
season. That water could prove enticing to thirsty pets.
Drinking water from a tree stand could increase the risk
of the tree tipping over and the water could upset the
stomach of pets if the tree was treated with pesticides
prior to being brought home. When decorating with a live
tree, make sure the base of the tree where the water will
be is blocked off. A small fence around the tree could keep
curious pets away. The room where the tree is located
should be locked or inaccessible when pets are home alone.

+ Inspect and conceal light wires. Wires can become
frayed over time, and that could pique pets' curiosity.
Lighting wires should
always be inspected prior
to decorating and frayed
or damaged wires should
be thrown away, even if it
means replacing lights.
If wires are still sturdy,
conceal them along the
base of the wall using
a cable concealer, which
prevents pets from
chewing on them.

- Avoid lighting
candles. Candles should
not be lit in homes
with pets. Even candles
on shelves that are
seemingly beyond pets’
reach can be hazardous,
as pets, especially cats,
have a way of accessing spaces they seemingly shouldn't
be able to reach. Use electric candles in lieu of traditional
ones.

- Speak to a vet about seasonal plants and flowers before
bringing them into the home. Pet owners can speak with
their veterinarians before bringing poinsettias, holly and
other seasonal plants and flowers into their homes. Some
pets could suffer allergic reactions if they eat certain
seasonal plants, so it's best to err on the side of caution
and speak to a vet before including live plants and flowers
in decorative displays.
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New experience gift ideas

A survey from the travel booking platform
GetYourGuide found that 77 percent of people
surveyed preferred to receive experiences over more
traditional gifts during the holiday season.

Travel

63 percent of respondents to the GetYourGuide
survey indicated they would most enjoy travel as
a gift, making it the most popular category among
participants. Travel-related gifts include everything
from airline miles to unique activities at a fun
destination, such as a parasailing adventure at an
island resort.

Outdoor adventures

Outdoor adventures don’t need to be exclusive to
vacations in parts unknown. Holiday shoppers can
find local attractions for an adventurous day close to
home. Such experiences are popular, as 43 percent of
respondents to the GetYourGuide survey indicated

) } Saturday, December 16
A 7PM - 1AM
Snacks, sweets & goodies
Music by All Class © Entertainment ¢ Cash Bar
$50 pp (cash price, no refunds)

00 Route 17M, Goshen, NY ¢ 845-294-8474

they would most enjoy outdoor activities like skiing,
boating or hiking. An adventure with a local company
that offers hot air balloon rides or a guided hiking
tour through scenic local mountains are just a couple
of ways to gift an outdoor experience loved ones won't
soon forget.

Food

Food-based experiences were the fourth most
desirable experience gift among GetYourGuide
survey participants. Food tours, cooking classes, a
night out at a local hotspot known for its delicious
menu, or even a meal at home prepared and cooked by
a private chef. Beverage-related experiences are also
a consideration, any food fanatic would undoubtedly
love a course on wine tasting or even home brewing
lessons from the brewmaster at a local brewery.

Entertainment
Exactly half of the GetYourGuide survey

Shop MONTGOMERY
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Pickled Products
& Merch
e Locally Made
Soaps
e Cocktail Mixers
e Essential Oils
And Much More!

6 Union St., Montgomery, NY
coreyspickles.com ® 845-769-7636 ,

total|purchase
w/coupon

expi12/31/23
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MUNTGOMERY mERCANTILE

18 Bridge Street, Montgomery, NY, 845-169-7094
(©) @montgomery_merc - montgomerymerc@gmail.com
Open: Wed - Sat 11-5 & Sun 11-4

respondents indicated they would enjoy tickets to
a concert or show. Check out websites of favorite
musicians to see when they’re in town. Live theater
fans may appreciate a night out to enjoy dinner and a
show at their local theater.

Shop NEWBURGH

Gme by to see our Handcrafted Boxwood Trees, Wreaths & Glft\S

‘A unique touch for all occasions” Serving The Community For Over 60 Years

f 406 Third St., Newburgh, NY 12550
7 845-561-0795 www.fotiflowers.com )

%Ié{ﬁt _)/fl
CHOCOLATés

C\ 3
GIFT BASKETS, ASSORTED CHOCOLATES (9.1,7.1,/ 15 D

34 Wallkill Ave., Wallkill » 845-851-8232 ¢ 11-5 pm Tues - Fri, 11-6 Sat
hudsonvalleychocolates.com ® hudsonvalleychocolates@hotmail.com

The largest collection

and variety in Y.
the Northeast(

(845)888-2541




Our Holiday Gift to You
Earn up to $500

when you open a Business Checking Account

with Walden Savings Bank

Latest in Digital Banking Technology
with FREE Business Bill Pay

Unlimited monthly transactions with
no per item fees

Deposit checks remotely with
FREE Mobile Check Capture

Have your business featured in one of
our 11 convenient branch locations

First order of checks provided at no cost
FREE 3x5 Safe Deposit Box

walden
SAVINGS bank

15 Scott's Corners Drive, Montgomery, NY 12549 | 845.457.7700 | WALDENSAVINGS.BANK | BAEIEIEIER  FDIC @ NMLS#: 490957

Deposit a total of $2,500 or more in new money into your new Walden Savings Bank business checking account. The new money cannot be existing deposits at Walden Sayin?s Bank. Your new account bonus amount will be determined in the following manner at 30
days from the date of account opening: $ 250: New Money of $2,500 to $24,999, $500: New Money of $25,000 or more. Additionally, businesses must be enrolled with onlinel mobile banking and conduct a minimum of five (5) debit card transactions within 30 days
after account opening to qualify. New accounts must be opened prior to December 31, 2023. An average monthly balance of $2,500 must be maintained to avoid a $5 monthly maintenance fee. There is no monthly maintenance fee for not for profit organizatioris.
All business customers have the option to receive their monthly statements and check images electronically at no cost. Those wishing to receive their monthlsy statements and check images in paper format will incura $3.00 monthly fee for this service. The cost for
duplicate spemalt?/ checks will be waived or may be used to reduce the cost of an U'F raded order at the time of account opening. Annual rental fee for a 3x5 safe deposit box will be waived or applied to the rental of a larger safe deposit box for the first year. Safe

s and in branch display of your business will be subject to availabi I|¥é The monthly business bill pay fee of $9.95 is waived when this service is used to process a minimum of one payment per month. This offer may change or be withdrawn at any

deposit box rental
time and may not be combined with any other offer. New account bonus is subject to IRS reporting and subject to repayment should your account be closed within 180 days




